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SECTION 1 (21 minutes) – LISTENING 

The listening section is divided into two parts. You will have 2 minutes at the end of the listening section to copy your answers to 
the answer sheet. 

Part 1 

You will hear a text which is followed by several tasks. You will be given time to look through the relevant tasks before you 
listen. You will hear the recording twice. Solve the tasks based solely on the information in the recording. 

QUESTIONS 1–6 

Computer says no: a native speaker from Ireland, Louise Kennedy, fails oral English test needed to stay in Australia 

(adapted from www.theguardian.com) 

1. 

For the past two years, Louise has been ______. 

(A) working as an English teacher 
(B) working as a politician 
(C) working as a veterinarian 
(D) attending university 
  

2. 

Before she failed the English test, Louise wanted to seek 
permanent residency in Australia based on the fact that 
______. 

(A) she has two university degrees 
(B) her husband is an Australian citizen 
(C) people able to do her job are scarce in Australia 
(D) she is very skilled in information technology 
  

3. 

In the reading part of the test, Louise ______. 

(A) scored even less than in the speaking part 
(B) did outstandingly well 
(C) got 74 points 
(D) just barely reached the minimum score 
  

4. 

During the speaking part of the test, examinees ______. 

(A) talk to each other while being recorded 
(B) react to an audio recording 
(C) address questions that appear on a computer screen 
(D) identify acceptable and unacceptable statements presented 

by a special software 
  

5. 

Louise says the technology used to score the speaking part of 
the test is ______. 

(A) outdated 
(B) underrated 
(C) renowned 
(D) flawed 
  

6. 

The head of the testing company says that when it comes to 
people seeking permanent residency in Australia, ______. 

(A) all the parts of the English test they take should be 
human-scored 

(B) native speakers of English should be exempt from taking 
the English test 

(C) the government-imposed conditions for passing the 
English test should be less strict 

(D) the government should only take into account the score in 
reading and writing 
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Part 2 

You will hear a series of short unrelated extracts. There is one task for each extract. You will be given time to read the relevant 
task before you listen. You will hear each extract twice. Solve the tasks based solely on the information in the recording. 

7. 

You hear an interview with Joey Moncarz, co-founder and 
head teacher of an unusual school in New Zealand. 

A crucial feature of the school is that ______. 

(A) it places emphasis on pupils’ contact with nature 
(B) activities like reading and writing are strongly discouraged 
(C) it admits to being based on unverified experimental 

techniques 
(D) it is mainly attended by kids of local fishermen and 

hunters 
  

8. 

You hear a story about a man who came across some strange 
boulders while hunting in Indiana. 

What was strange about the incident? 

(A) The boulders were heavily damaged. 
(B) The boulders had fallen down from a tree. 
(C) There aren’t supposed to be any boulders in Indiana. 
(D) It was unclear how the boulders had got to where they 

were. 
  

9. 

You hear an interview with Dawn Marie, who is a business 
owner. 

Which of the following options best summarises the advice she 
gives to other business owners? 

(A) Accept the fact your business is eventually bound to fail. 
(B) Learn how to say no to personal distractions and place all 

focus on your business venture. 
(C) Accept every opportunity you can and don’t let any offer 

slip through your fingers. 
(D) Get your priorities straight and learn when it is a good 

idea to decline an offer. 
  

10. 

You hear a story about bees that exhibited quite unusual 
behaviour after the death of their keeper, Margaret Bell. 

What did the bees appear to do? 

(A) enter Margaret’s home 
(B) pay their respects 
(C) gather around the coffin 
(D) attack a mourner 
  

11. 

You hear a piece of news from the city of Jeddah. 

According to the recording, drivers in the city might ______ 
by mistake. 

(A) tip fake sweepers 
(B) pass for street cleaners 
(C) loiter near traffic lights 
(D) pester hardworking street cleaners 
  

12. 

You hear a report about a snake surgery. 

According to the recording, snakes can ______. 

(A) swallow a barbecue 
(B) digest any food at all 
(C) throw up intentionally 
(D) never be operated on 
  

 
 

END OF SECTION 1 

Počkejte na pokyny zadávajícího. / Počkajte na pokyn administrátora. 



  222  READING  222
 

© Scio 2019  4 

SECTION 2 (20 minutes) – READING 

Read the following text and solve the tasks based solely on the information in it. 

QUESTIONS 13–20 
Scandinavian countries are usually praised for their excellent education system and social-welfare policies, but journalist Michael Booth 
doesn’t seem to share this opinion. Read the description of four Scandinavian countries from his point of view and for each of the questions 
below, choose from the countries A – D. The countries may be chosen more than once. Base your answers solely on the opinions and facts 
stated in the text. 
A – Denmark 
Why do the Danes score so highly on international happiness surveys? Well, they do have high levels of trust and social cohesion, and 
make a lot of money from industrial pork products, but according to the OECD they also work fewer hours per year than most of the world. 
As a result, productivity is worryingly sluggish. How can they afford all those expensive meals and hand-knitted woollens? Simple: the 
Danes also have the highest level of private debt in the world. Most seriously of all, economic equality – which many believe is the 
foundation of societal success – is decreasing, with growing differences in income becoming a real problem. According to a report in 
Politiken, the number of people below the poverty line has doubled over the last few years. Denmark is becoming a nation divided, 
essentially, between the places which have a branch of Sticks’n’Sushi (Copenhagen) and the rest. 
B – Norway 
The Norwegians are by far the most insular of all the Scandinavians. Since they came into a bit of money in the 1970s, they have become 
increasingly Scrooge-like, hoarding their gold, fearful of outsiders. They have been corrupted by their oil money, are working less, retiring 
earlier, and calling in sick more frequently. Like the dealer who never touches his own supply, the Norwegians boast of using only 
renewable energy sources, all the while amassing the world’s largest sovereign wealth fund selling fossil fuels to the rest of us. As 
Norwegian anthropologist Thomas Hylland Eriksen put it to me when I visited his office in Oslo University: “We’ve always been used to 
thinking of ourselves as part of the solution, and with the oil we suddenly became part of the problem. Most people are really in denial.” 
C – Finland 
I am very fond of the Finns. They are pragmatic, redoubtable people with a Sahara-dry sense of humour. But would I want to live in 
Finland? In summer, you’ll be plagued by mosquitoes, in winter, you’ll freeze. What is more, Finland ranks among the top ten countries in 
the world when it comes to private gun ownership. With its tarnished crown jewel, Nokia, devoured by Microsoft, Finland’s hitherto robust 
economy is more dependent than ever on selling paper. Luckily, judging by a recent journey I took with my eldest son, the place appears to 
be 99 % trees. If you do decide to move there, don’t expect scintillating conversation. Finland’s is a reactive, listening culture, burdened by 
taboos too many to be mentioned. They’re not big on chat. 
D – Sweden 
Anything I say about the Swedes will pale in comparison to their own excoriating self-image. A few years ago, the Swedish Institute of 
Public Opinion Research asked the Swedes to describe their compatriots. The top adjectives they chose were: envious and stiff. Effectively 
a one-party state – albeit supported by a couple of shadowy industrialist families – Sweden continues to thrive economically thanks to its 
distinctive brand of totalitarian modernism, which curbs freedoms and suppresses dissent in the name of consensus. Also, the 
unemployment rate among young people is quite high – considerably higher than in the UK. Last but not least, Swedish ultra-feminism has 
emasculated their men – who respond by trying to drown their sorrows. 

(adapted from www.theguardian.com) 
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13. 

Which country has a markedly high 
number of people possessing weapons? 

(A) Denmark 
(B) Norway 
(C) Finland 
(D) Sweden 
  

14. 

Which country has a high proportion of 
jobless youth? 

(A) Denmark 
(B) Norway 
(C) Finland 
(D) Sweden 
  

15. 

Which country has recently seen an 
upsurge in the number of people living 
under the poverty threshold? 

(A) Denmark 
(B) Norway 
(C) Finland 
(D) Sweden 
  

16. 

Which country has an insect-related 
problem? 

(A) Denmark 
(B) Norway 
(C) Finland 
(D) Sweden 
  

17. 

In which country is a difference of 
opinion somewhat discouraged? 

(A) in Denmark 
(B) in Norway 
(C) in Finland 
(D) in Sweden 
  

18. 

Which country’s inhabitants display 
a wary attitude towards strangers? 

(A) Denmark’s 
(B) Norway’s 
(C) Finland’s 
(D) Sweden’s 
  

19. 

Which country’s inhabitants have 
a rather poor image of their fellow 
citizens? 

(A) Denmark’s 
(B) Norway’s 
(C) Finland’s 
(D) Sweden’s 
  

20. 

Which country has seen the gap 
between the rich and the poor increase? 

(A) Denmark 
(B) Norway 
(C) Finland 
(D) Sweden 
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Read the following text and solve the tasks based solely on the information in it. 

QUESTIONS 21–28 

Is sugar really as addictive as cocaine? Scientists row over effect on body and brain 

In a paper published in the British Journal of Sports Medicine, the authors write that sugar could act as a gateway to alcohol and 
other addictive substances. (A) The paper was co-authored by James DiNicolantonio and James O’Keefe. “Consuming sugar 
produces effects similar to that of cocaine, possibly because they both have the ability to provide immediate reward and pleasure,” 
they write, citing rodent studies which show that sweetness is preferred even over cocaine, and that mice can experience sugar 
withdrawal. (B) 

Hisham Ziauddeen, a psychiatrist at the University of Cambridge, said that the rodent studies had been misunderstood by the 
authors. “The rodent studies show that you only get addiction-like behaviours if you restrict the animals to having sugar for two 
hours every day. If you allow them to have it whenever they want it – which is really how we consume it – they don’t show these 
addiction-like behaviours,” he said. Ziauddeen’s colleague, Maggie Westwater, added that the anxious behaviour sometimes shown 
by rodents after eating sugar was far from a clear sign of addiction. “Since such ‘withdrawal’ often occurs in the context of extended 
fasting, we cannot say if the behaviours were precipitated by previous sugar consumption or simply by the fact the rodents were 
starving,” she said, adding that unlike for cocaine, rodents would not seek sugar if its consumption was paired with an unpleasant 
event, like an electric shock. 

Tom Sanders, emeritus professor of nutrition at King’s College, said that it was absurd to suggest that sugar is addictive like hard 
drugs. “Individuals do not get withdrawal symptoms when they cut sugar intake,” he said. (C) However, DiNicolantonio said that 
while sugar consumption in humans didn’t lead to physical withdrawal signs, there were biochemical signs of withdrawal in the 
brain – a point contested by Ziauddeen. 

Ziauddeen also cautioned that “from a metabolism point of view, sugar is not this terrific demon by itself, because of some innate 
property of it. Where the problem lies is that it substantially boosts the calorie content of food.” Sanders agreed, noting that our taste 
for sugar is a trait that humans are born with and that sweetness helps us recognise foods rich in vitamin C. “The main health hazard 
from sugar is dental decay – it only contributes to obesity indirectly via overconsumption of sugar-sweetened beverages,” he said. 
But not everyone disagreed with the authors of the paper. Robert Lustig, professor of paediatrics at the University of California San 
Francisco, said he shared the concerns of DiNicolantonio and his colleagues. (D) 

(adapted from www.theguardian.com) 

21. 

According to DiNicolantonio and O’Keefe’s paper, both sugar 
and cocaine consumption can ______. 

(A) eventually lead to alcohol addiction 
(B) suppress one’s desire for rewards 
(C) deliver instant gratification 
(D) satisfy one’s cravings for sweets 
  

22. 

Hisham Ziauddeen said that rodents in scientific studies appear 
to be addicted to sugar ______. 

(A) only if they are restricted to a cage 
(B) only if they can eat it any time they wish 
(C) only if they have limited access to it 
(D) only if they get some every two hours 
  

23. 

Rodents in the studies would seek cocaine ______. 

(A) even if they were not addicted to it 
(B) only if they had no access to sugar 
(C) even if its consumption was accompanied by situations 

causing discomfort 
(D) unless its consumption was followed by something 

unpleasant 
  

24. 

According to Sanders, sensitivity to sweet taste helps people 
______. 

(A) identify nutritionally valuable food 
(B) distinguish artificial sweeteners from real sugar 
(C) better cope with periods of extended fasting 
(D) stay away from hard drugs 
  



  222  READING  222
 

© Scio 2019  7 

25. 

The word “innate” in the fourth paragraph of the text is closest 
in meaning to ______. 

(A) dangerous 
(B) intrusive 
(C) frightening 
(D) inherent 
  

26. 

Which two of the following statements would Hisham 
Ziauddeen most likely agree with? 

I. Sugar triggers addiction-like behaviour only under certain 
circumstances. 

II. Sugar is equally addictive as cocaine. 
III. Sugar inevitably leads to both physical and mental 

addiction. 
IV. Sugar increases the calorific content of meals. 

(A) I and III 
(B) I and IV 
(C) II and III 
(D) II and IV 
  

27. 

Look at the five letters (A) to (D) in the text above. These 
indicate where the following sentence could be added to the 
text. 

That’s why he believes that while a liking for sweet things 
might be habit-forming, sugar is not as addictive as opiates or 
cocaine. 

Where would the sentence best fit? 

(A)  
(B)  
(C)  
(D)  
  

28. 

Which of the following options best describes the core 
question addressed by the text? 

(A) Can rodents display signs of severe addiction? 
(B) Does sugar possess any properties which are potentially 

harmful to human health? 
(C) Is sugar’s addiction potential on a par with hard drugs 

such as cocaine? 
(D) To what extent are humans born with a predisposition to 

engage in addictive behaviour? 
  

END OF SECTION 2 

Počkejte na pokyny zadávajícího. / Počkajte na pokyn administrátora. 
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SECTION 3 (20 minutes) – USE OF ENGLISH 

Multiple choice cloze 

Fill in the numbered gaps in the following short texts with the most suitable word or phrase from the options offered. 

QUESTIONS 29–35 

Low-cost gyms 

The biggest area of growth in the UK’s fitness industry has come in the form of the many low-cost gyms that __(29)__ up all over 
the country. There are now more than 500 of them, with no long-term contracts and fees of under 20 pounds a month, so it is 
__(30)__ wonder that they are so popular. 

These gyms have overturned our expectations of fitness clubs. Years ago, when you wanted to join a gym, you had to go there in 
person and sign up to a year-long contract that meant spending several hundred pounds to go to a gym that was not necessarily open 
when you __(31)__ had time to go. Now you can sign up online for just a month for a low price and you can start. So how have the 
budget gyms done it? How can they charge a __(32)__ of what the traditional clubs do and still make a profit? 

Their model is very simple. __(33)__ the traditional gyms, they offer services to double the members at about half the price. They 
can do this by removing lightly used facilities – such as saunas or cafes – and use that space for equipment. They have also __(34)__ 
the hours – they are typically open 24 hours a day. 

However, some people say they are like easyJet where every little thing costs extra, so when you have added it all up, you __(35)__ 
as well have bought the more expensive option. 

(adapted from www.bbc.co.uk) 

29. 

(A) are sprung 
(B) springing 
(C) are springing 
(D) were sprung 
  

30. 

(A) low 
(B) less 
(C) little 
(D) much 
  

31. 

(A) never 
(B) actually 
(C) anyway 
(D) always 
  

32. 

(A) fraction 
(B) fragment 
(C) piece 
(D) bit 
  

33. 

(A) In comparison 
(B) Comparing 
(C) Compared to 
(D) Compared by 
  

34. 

(A) extended 
(B) expelled 
(C) exposed 
(D) exhausted 
  

35. 

(A) must 
(B) should 
(C) can 
(D) might 
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QUESTIONS 36–42 

Solid and liquid cats and didgeridoos scoop Ig Nobel Prizes 

Scientists gathered for an annual ceremony celebrating research that ‘first makes you laugh, then makes you think’. 

In ancient times, cats were worshipped as gods. Now a scientific paper __(36)__ that the feline species may indeed transcend some 
of the usual physical boundaries __(37)__ with one of science’s most sought-after accolades: an Ig Nobel prize. Not to be confused 
with the prestigious Nobel Prizes – given out for various scientific and social achievements – Ig Nobel prizes, as the name implies, 
award far more ignoble accomplishments. The theoretical treatise, entitled On the Rheology of Cats, claims that cats can technically 
be regarded as simultaneously solid and liquid __(38)__ their uncanny ability to adopt the shape of their container. 

The ceremony also recognised a Swiss team for showing that playing the didgeridoo – a traditional Australian instrument – reduces 
snoring. Some – the patient’s spouse, for __(39)__ – might question whether the treatment would simply replace one noise nuisance 
with another that could __(40)__ equally burdensome. But the approach seems __(41)__ traction: since the paper’s publication, one 
of its authors __(42)__ career to work full-time as a therapeutic didgeridoo instructor. 

(adapted from www.theguardian.com) 

36. 

(A) approaching 
(B) speaking 
(C) arguing 
(D) recommending 
  

37. 

(A) recognised 
(B) has recognised 
(C) has been recognised 
(D) has to recognise 
  

38. 

(A) however 
(B) due to 
(C) whereas 
(D) because 
  

39. 

(A) instance 
(B) intent 
(C) indeed 
(D) illustrate 
  

40. 

(A) mean 
(B) cause 
(C) annoy 
(D) prove 
  

41. 

(A) has gained 
(B) to gaining 
(C) to be gaining 
(D) being gained 
  

42. 

(A) has switched 
(B) have switched 
(C) switches 
(D) was switched 
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Grammar and Vocabulary 

Fill in the gaps in the following sentences with the most suitable word or phrase from the options offered. 

43. 

A year later, Amelia was still finding it 
hard to cope with her husband leaving 
her. 

In the context of the sentence above, 
the word “cope” is closest in meaning 
to ______. 

(A) yearn 
(B) grieve 
(C) deal 
(D) realize 
  

44. 

He wore a shabby coat and threadbare 
trousers; still, he was strikingly 
handsome. 

In the context of the sentence above, 
the word “still” is closest in meaning to 
______. 

(A) often 
(B) well 
(C) almost 
(D) nevertheless 
  

45. 

I have a vague memory of my first day 
at school. 

In the context of the sentence above, 
the word “vague” is closest in meaning 
to ______. 

(A) perfect 
(B) disgusting 
(C) lovely 
(D) not clear 
  

46. 

The government is running a campaign 
to promote adult literacy. 

In the context of the sentence above, 
the word “literacy” is closest in 
meaning to ______. 

(A) the ability to take things literally 
(B) access to quality literature 
(C) the ability to read and write 
(D) passion for literature 
  

47. 

“If only there ______ something I 
could do to help you,” said Mark to 
Amy, seeing her in tears. 

(A) is 
(B) was 
(C) must be 
(D) will be 
  

48. 

– Mike, how come you have failed the 
test again? Didn’t you study at all? 

– I did, but obviously not enough. 
I didn’t think the test ______ so hard! 

(A) will be 
(B) would be 
(C) is going to be 
(D) will have been 
  

49. 

I don’t trust him and ______ – he’s 
a liar! 

(A) you should too 
(B) neither should you 
(C) nor you shouldn’t 
(D) you should either 
  

50. 

– Tim, don’t tell me you took that 
awful job in the factory! 

– Well, I did... I do realize it’s not 
a dream job, but I need to make 
a ______ somehow, don’t I? 

(A) money 
(B) pay 
(C) work 
(D) living 
  

51. 

No matter how hard I try, I will never 
______ in a small village. 

(A) get used to living 
(B) get used to live 
(C) get use to living 
(D) use to live 
  

52. 

When I called her last night, she did not 
answer the phone. She ______ a 
shower. 

(A) may have been having 
(B) may has been having 
(C) may had had 
(D) might be having 
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Word formation 

Use the word in brackets at the end of each sentence to form a new word that fits the gap. Please write neatly in capital letters. 
Illegible answers will be considered to be incorrect. Please note that only words listed in either Cambridge Dictionary 
(https://dictionary.cambridge.org/) or Oxford English Dictionary (https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/) or Webster’s Dictionary 
(https://www.merriam-webster.com/) will be accepted as correct answers. 

Example: The Mona Lisa is one of the most ______ paintings in the world. (FAME)  

53. 

It is sometimes very difficult to make a decision when you 
don’t know the consequences. (DECIDE) 

  

54. 

It is important to raise awareness of the risks of passive 
smoking. (AWARE) 

  

55. 

Most parents feel deep satisfaction whenever their children 
achieve something extraordinary. (SATISFY) 

  

56. 

Yesterday, I got my teeth whitened, but the effect is negligible 
–I can hardly see any difference at all. (NEGLECT) 

  

57. 

The student was reprimanded because he disobeyed the 
instructions while he was on a school trip. (OBEY) 

  

58. 

There is no scientifically proven evidence that vitamin 
supplements improve people’s health. (SCIENCE) 

  

59. 

During the school lunch breaks there is always deafening 
noise. (DEAF) 

  

60. 

My boyfriend was all apologetic and remorseful about 
forgetting our dog’s birthday but the following year, he did it 
again! (REMORSE) 

  

 

END OF SECTION 3 (END OF THE TEST) 

Počkejte na pokyny zadávajícího. / Počkajte na pokyn administrátora. 
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